
WOODLANDS CHURCH  

May 12th: Parables 

Discussion notes: Time and Seasons  

Jesus often uses things from nature to teach people spiritual principles.  

For example Matt 6v28-33. As we consider the way God provides for the natural 

world, we should not be anxious but rely on Him with simple trust.  

Matthew 13 contains a number of agricultural/growing parables. 

Read: Matthew 13v1-23,  

This is a familiar parable to many people. It talks about growth of the kingdom 

1. What do you think the it means for "the message of the kingdom" to be like 

seed? 

2. The path was not concrete or tarmac, it was good soil that had been trodden 

down over a number of years to form a hard path. How does this picture help us 

to understand some people's hearts and their response to the message of the 

kingdom? 

3. What "trouble and persecution" do you think Christians in the UK experience 

today? How would that make people give up on the message of the kingdom? 

4. How do "worries" and "wealth" act like weeds in our lives? 

5. How can we ensure that our hearts are like Good Soil that produces a harvest? 

 

Some of Jesus' parable contain warnings. We need to understand the spiritual 

seasons as much as we understand the physical seasons. (Matthew 24v32-35) One 

day there will be "the day of the Lord" and there will be a Great Harvest. 

Read Matthew 13v24-29, 36-42 

5. In our world there is both good and evil. How does this parable help us to 

understand why God doesn't destroy everything that is evil right now? 

6. Is harvest time a positive or negative time? We can sometimes get the 

impression that the end of the world is all about battles, Beast, bloodshed etc. But 

in this parable Jesus that those who trust in him will "shine like the sun". How does 

that make you feel about the return of Jesus (the day of the Lord)? 

7. How can you help people this week to turn from evil and turn to Jesus?  


