
WOODLANDS CHURCH  

September 3rd 2017. Speaking to a nation in crisis. Lessons from 
Jeremiah. 

Discussion notes: Prophetic call: Jeremiah 1. 

Introduction: Jeremiah lived through the final years of the nation of Judah from the 
era of the decline of Assyrian power through to the Babylonian captivity of the 
Jewish people. He was as a young man when called, and lived through the reigns 
of four kings (from Josiah to Zedekiah) over a turbulent forty-year period. A 
period of prosperity which he temporary power vacuum allowed deceived the 
people of Judah into thinking they had God’s blessing and were invulnerable, 
until the Babylonian crisis brought the reality check that Jeremiah had 
prophesied. 

1. How old do you think Jeremiah was when he received his prophetic call? 
What other young prophets can you think of in the Bible? Why might God 
choose young people to carry weighty messages? 

2. Another word for a prophet is a ‘seer’. How does God speak to you through 
what you see? How do we learn to ‘see well’? 

3. Jeremiah is someone who sees ‘well’ (v 12). His seeing seems to involve a 
‘spiritual’ visionary seeing, but also a correct vision of events and practices 
in the nation. How much should God’s people be looking to see and speak 
into national issues and events? 

4. What factors in his life prepared Jeremiah for his prophetic call? 
5. A prophetic call can be difficult and dangerous. How do you think God 

calls prophets today? Has he ever called you to prophecy in a way that has 
been scary? How did he do that? 

An individual or a community can have ‘blind spots’. Jesus talked about coming to  
open people’s eyes to see clearly. What sort of things should we pray for this 
term for our own lives, community and nation? 


